
COUNTY BOARDS OF COMMISSIONERS (EXCERPT)
Act 156 of 1851

46.14 Vacating, dividing, or altering township, establishing new township, or organizing or
consolidating townships; application; map; certified statement; indebtedness to state; tax
levy.
Sec. 14. (1) By a vote of 3/5 of all the members elected, a county board of commissioners may vacate,

divide, or alter a township within the county, whether the boundaries of the township were fixed by a special
act of the legislature or by action of the county board of commissioners, or may establish a new township or
organize or consolidate townships, upon application to the board, as provided in this act, of at least 20% of
freeholders who are actually residents of each of the townships to be affected by the alteration. If a township
had 30 or less electors at the last general election, then the application may be made by not less than 5 electors
of that township voting at the last general election.

(2) After receipt of a map of all the affected townships that shows the proposed alterations and if the
county board of commissioners grants the application, a copy of the map with a certified statement of the
action of the county board attached shall be filed in the office of the county clerk. A certified statement of the
action of the county board shall also be filed in the office of the secretary of state. After filing the statement,
the secretary of state shall publish that statement with the laws of the next legislature in the same manner as
other laws are published.

(3) If it appears that a county is indebted to the state of Michigan, judicially or otherwise, and the amount
of the indebtedness is determined and properly certified to the proper officers of the county, within 20 days
after the certification, the county board of commissioners shall meet and consider the indebtedness or
judgment. At that meeting, the board may submit to a vote of the electors of the county a proposition to issue
bonds or to levy a tax to pay the indebtedness or judgment, as provided in this act.

History: 1851, Act 156, Imd. Eff. Apr. 8, 1851;Am. 1855, Act 59, Imd. Eff. Feb. 10, 1855;Am. 1857, Act 181, Imd. Eff. Feb.
17, 1857;CL 1857, 348;Am. 1867, Act 46, Eff. June 27, 1867;CL 1871, 480;How. 486;Am. 1895, Act 254, Imd. Eff. June 1,
1895;CL 1897, 2487;Am. 1905, Act 46, Imd. Eff. Apr. 6, 1905;Am. 1909, Act 36, Eff. Sept. 1, 1909;Am. 1911, Act 96, Eff.
Aug. 1, 1911;Am. 1913, Act 3, Imd. Eff. Feb. 28, 1913;CL 1915, 2277;Am. 1917, Act 312, Eff. Aug. 10, 1917;Am. 1927, Act
204, Imd. Eff. May 19, 1927;Am. 1929, Act 55, Eff. Aug. 28, 1929;CL 1929, 1136;CL 1948, 46.14;Am. 1988, Act 37, Imd.
Eff. Mar. 4, 1988.
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